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The book Hermes y la modernidad expuesta is presented as a strategic and original investigation into the complex implantation of modernity in Latin America, not as a linear success story but as a field of tensions. Its central thesis is articulated around a powerful and ambivalent metaphor: the figure of Hermes. The book recovers not only the god of commerce and travellers, but also the “trickster, god of deception”, whose powers of persuasion and seduction reflect the way in which the modern project was “sold” to the continent. His iconography, a “young and athletic silhouette”, becomes the paradigm of the new “fast and light” architecture, technically transfigured into the aeroplane, the “symbol of the new era”. The study argues convincingly that this “modernity on wings” found its most tangible materialisation in the international fairs and exhibitions of the mid-20th century, settings where the promise of a globalised future landed, with all its spectacle and contradictions, to be exhibited to the masses.
The book conceptualises these fairs as crucial “showcases of the future” and “contact zones”. In doing so, the study reveals the tension inherent in these shop windows by placing them within the political landscape of the period. Far from being neutral spaces, they became sophisticated instruments of propaganda for developmentalist policies, often promoted by authoritarian regimes. The book shows how the architecture of openness was co-opted to reinforce agendas of control, exposing the stark instrumentalisation of these events on the chessboard of the Cold War.
The research covers a significant geographical arc, analysing key case studies: São Paulo (1954), Bogotá (1954-56), Ciudad Trujillo (1955-56), Lima (1959-61), Caracas (1960) and Buenos Aires (1960). The book defines these events as “local laboratories of international problems”, spaces where global tensions were rehearsed and negotiated on a local scale. With this approach, the book aligns itself with the body of studies that seek to build epistemologies “from the South” in order to understand the contradictions of the “other modernities” that flourished on the continent.
The architectural and urban analysis persuasively connects the iconography of Hermes – speed and lightness – with the aesthetics and technique of exhibition architecture. This connection is manifested in specific tectonic innovations, which the book documents with a rigour that goes beyond a mere stylistic inventory.
Hermes y la modernidad expuesta reveals, through the study of these ephemeral architectures, the complex networks that linked mythology, technology, politics and commerce. The value of the book lies in its critical balance, which reveals not only the triumphs of modernity but also its fractures and failures. It thus offers a lucid view of the complex legacy of a partially implemented and often reinterpreted modernism, essential for scholars interested in the distinctive manifestations of the Modern Movement in the Global South.
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