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One question runs through this book like an underground thread: who has the right to exist in the history of architecture?
Patrícia Santos Pedrosa answers not with a linear, totalising narrative, but with a deliberately fragmentary gesture: dialogues, fragments and reflections which, as the author herself announces, build a puzzle “whose real dimension is unknown”. It is precisely this lack of knowledge that reveals her starting point and her strongest argument.
The book is organised in three moments: the Dialogues, which build the historical and theoretical framework for the absence of women architects from Portuguese historiography, with autobiographical reflections; the Fragments, which cross-read specific events ranging from the Theatro Heroino by Damião de Froes Perym in the 18th century to the IAWA archive at Virginia Tech and the foundational case of Maria José Estanco; and the Reflections, left open, rejecting the false solidity of historiographical certainties.
The great strength of the book lies in identifying and naming the mechanisms of invisibility: not only direct exclusion, but also the subtler forms of erasure. The discovery of Milka Bliznakov’s filing cabinet, with its 468 files on Portuguese architects who never replied to the IAWA’s invitation, is the most revealing moment. Patrícia Santos Pedrosa interprets that silence not as indifference, but as an internalisation of a socialisation into modesty, or as a refusal to be summoned on the grounds of sex alone. Both hypotheses are forms of produced invisibility: not absence, but active erasure.
The analysis of the woman architect who gains acceptance by neutralising the fact that she is a woman, using the metaphor of the Big Bad Wolf disguised as Grandmother, developed from Richard Kearney, calls for a debate on authorship. The genius of the author, whom Barthes deposed in The Death of the Author, was reinstated by Foucault as a function, a historical and institutional device that classifies and legitimises discourses selectively. Patrícia Santos Pedrosa shows that this selectivity is also gendered masculine: the author function is not neutral but is built, as Griselda Pollock argues, on the structural exclusion of women. It is not enough to deconstruct the author: it is necessary to understand who was systematically prevented from gaining access to this function. Patrícia Santos Pedrosa thus turns the book, precisely, into an archaeology of this impediment.
The book has embraced its limitations: it is consciously unfinished, since the history of women architects in Portugal remains a work in progress, and to claim otherwise would be dishonest. It is a necessary, politically aware and methodologically rigorous work, which opens more paths than it closes; an indispensable contribution for those working at the intersection of architecture, history and gender studies. What remains, after reading it, is not a sense of fulfilment, but a certain productive discomfort: the awareness that there is much still to be done and that this book is, in the best sense, only a beginning.
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